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Historical Development of the Fei-initial Groups in Chinese Dialects
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According to phonological classification in Middle Chinese, syllables with the Fei-initial
groups are seen in Closed-mouth Division IIl of the Yu, Xie, Zhi, Xian, Shan, Zhen, Dang,
and Tong Categories, and Open-mouth Division Ill of the Liu Category. The latter
presents an apparent exception as it is actually Closed-mouth Division Ill as the others,
based on horizontal cross-dialect comparison. This paper further argues that syllables
with the Fei-initial groups mostly come from Bing-initial Closed-mouth Division Ill.
Possible surface representations of b, p, p", h/x, ¢, f, @, v, m and so on are rule-governed.
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