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English as a Lingua Franca:
A New Paradigm ?
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The current global spread of English is unprecedented in human
history. What are its consequences and how does it influence
English teaching in Taiwan? This talk introduces the field of
English as a lingua franca (ELF) and its implications for English
language teaching and learning. While most people recognize that
ELF is gradually becoming the new norm in intercultural
communication, few realize its fundamental impacts on English
education for nonnative English speakers. There are also some
myths and controversies surrounding ELF, for example, whether
there are core features for ELF, and that ELF means standards
being abandoned and proficiency levels getting lower. Other topics
to be discussed include native-speaker norms, intelligibility, culture,
identity, ownership, and pedagogy.
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