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Local State Corporatism

in Contemporary China:
conceptual approach an empirical findings

Wiiild The focal state has seen remarkable change since the early
reform days and particularly during the Hu-Wen era, triggered by a
new focus of the central government on rur-l ¢mloam-m and
Ly Inl-grnlon The center nt burden’ by
the tax-for-fee reforms in 2002 lnd nu abolistiment” of . the
agricultural tax in 2006. It increased its fiscal transfers to provide
more funding for local governments to ensure reasonable public
goods provision and in and in
situ urbanization. At the same time, rmance evaluation o' loul
cadres and government units has been streamlined to
stricter compliance with upper level policy wuallnu Alm focal
governments have been systematically encouraged to engage In
policy experimentation and innovation, Tinking policy success to
cadre promotion. However, local governments at all levels still
struggle with ‘un(der)-funded’ mandates, rising public demands and,
as often reported, social protast, An:l inst this background, it is
state corporatism’, a concept
introduced in the 1990s, is still n useful analytical tool to make
sense of state-business relations at county level aud btlovl ﬂm
local state has mlinhlnod its supremacy over
agency, uuamnlng =
astonishing adapﬂv capacity’ which contributes significantly to
overall system stability in contemporary China,
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