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(shx %2 H 785 ) Portrait of an Englishman: Henry James’s Lord Warburton

PORTRAIT OF AN ENGLISHMAN:
HENRY JAMES’S LORD WARBURTON

Speaker: Dr Paraic Finnerty
(Reader in Lnglish and American Literature, L niversity of Portsmouth, LK)
Chair: Dr Yi-chuang Lin

(Forcign Languages & Literatwre, NTHU)

Date: Monday, 24 April 2017
Time: I0AM. 12PM
Venue: HSS Room B303, NTHU

Abstract:

Recent scholarship has nated the ways in which Hanry James’s The Portrait of a Lady (18K1)
Facuses on cffominate, offete gentlemen of leisure: sich as Raiph §onchatt. Gilhert Osmand and Fehward
Rosicr ind deliberately marginalizes Casper Gondwood und Lond Warburton, who represent conventional
masculine aclievers, While schulars have described the sharacter of Guodwoud as 4 wodel uf Auerican
Dypermascalinity o hard manhood againgt which Eucopean or Euopeanized male figuses are measurcd,
Warburton’s ol i the novel has not been fully sxplored. Ihis paper offers a newe perspective n the vt
hy examining Warburion’s position ive of an ic system that b

. and his function as the class-inflected exemplar of

againsl whicl Jormess Buropeauized American wen define and fashion themselses. James presents Ralph
Touchett. Gilbert Osmond and Edward Rosier as, i dillereat ways. imicating of sceking 1o replicate !
Warbmrion’s anstacratie masculine ideal, associated wich privilcge, svealth, and stanys, an the one hand.

and decadonce, idlenéss and offetaness, on the odhor. The paper angnes tha Tames’s navel unsettles such
stervolspes about the uppec classes and their masculine representatives by associating Warburton with
altgsnative connotations of adstocatic manhoud availble in 18705 Britain, Drawing on contetnpocary
ideas. James foreprounds Warburton's palicical and sacial radicalism. butalso his ambivalcnce about hi
hereditary position: Warburion deseribes himselfas ‘s consistent mdical fwho goes] in only: for cquality.”
vetseems unwilling W translate his radicalis into a renunciation of his property and titled position.
Moreoncr, despite Warburton’s function as an exemplor for Ameriean fien. he £ls to achicve the
Victorian ideal af masouling self-mastery and sclf<hscipline. In othersvords. James's sclf-divided
arisocrat i also a sclf-divided man who is umabls to coneml his passions, particularty his ohssssive love
for the novel's heroine, Tsabel Archer
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